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On Awamori's Kame Aroma Formation
—Sensory Evaluation and Aroma Component Analysis—

Takako TAMAMURA, Chie NORIMOTO, Tetsuya TOYOKAWA, Tsuyoshi HIGA*

Okinawa Industrial Technology Center

*Okinawa Industrial Technology Center (currently Manufacturing Promotion Division, Okinawa Prefectural Government)

Awamori is a distilled liquor synonymous with Okinawa. Long-term aged varieties, known as Kusu, are particularly highly valued
for their characteristic flavor. These liquors have traditionally been aged during storage in Kame(clay vessels). Their distinctive aroma,
particularly known as the "Kame aroma" is recognized as one of the hallmarks of high-quality aged Awamori. However, the mechanism
and components responsible for the manifestation of this Kame aroma remain unidentified. Hence, this study aims to identify the
components contributing to the Kame aroma through sensory evaluation and aroma component analysis.
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