B Hengaku plagues hanging in the Seiden Main Hall
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PROBLE Historically, Chinese emperors sent Sapposhi (investiture envoys) to affirm the
BHIDE DR D accession of new Ryukyu kings, who sent tributary envoys to Chinese emperors.

As part of these exchanges, Chinese emperors sent handwritten messages to
Comparison of Heisei restoration

and Ryukyu kings. The Shuri royal government created lacquered plaques (hengaku)
Reiwa restoration inscribed with messages from Chinese emperors and hung them on the second

floor of the Seiden Main Hall.
A

o o e The Heise1 Restoration Project reproduced three plaques with inscriptions “Chuzan
25 Heisel Restoration

Seido” (completed 1n 1995) and “Shuzui Kyuyo” and “Eiso Eizen” (completed in

P : 2002) based on literature research and studies of other existing plaques from the
roject

Ryukyu Kingdom period. The restored plaques were displayed on the second floor
of the Seiden Main Hall.
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HENGAKU

Eiso Eizen Chuzan Seido Shuzui Kyuyo

Wishes from across the sea for an

Meaning | everlasting, righteous rule over Meaning Iéﬁﬁ;ﬁ%;ﬁ:;; the rule of the Meaning Fortunate signs for Ryukyu
Ryukyu

Written by Emperor Qianlong

Written by Emperor Kangxi
(sixth emperor of the Qing Dynasty)

Written by Emperor Yongzheng
(fourth emperor of the Qing Dynasty)

(fifth emperor of the Qing Dynasty)

Calligraphy Calligraphy Calligraphy

’ ’ The plaques are to be restored based on different conceptions than those of the
Reiwa Restoration

previous restoration. The restoration 1s designed to reflect the new conceptions

P 0 inspired by newly discovered historical documents and findings, such as using
roject

yellow lacquer paint. These conceptions are tested before actual restoration works
start.

Frame carvings Seals

In the previous restoration, the frames were only gilded. However, newly Previous literature research did not elucidate the imprints of the seals. Therefore,
discovered documents have revealed that they were originally carved and gilded additional studies are conducted (on other existing plaques with calligraphy by
(coated with a thin layer of lacquer). Additional studies are underway on the relief emperors) to reproduce the seals.

patterns of the frames.
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Conceptual image of the completed "Nakayama Sedo"
(currently under consideration for FY2021)

Bases Calligraphy (Chuzan Seido)

In the previous restoration, the bases of the plaques were lacquered in red. Examining the handwriting specimens of Emperor Kangxi, we have
However, newly discovered historical documents have revealed that they were decided to make the font bolder than the previous one. Additional studies
originally lacquered in yellow. While the bases are being reproduced, additional are underway on how to carve the calligraphy into the base of the plaque.

studies are conducted on the original yellow color.
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