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OKINAWA PREFECTURE DC OFFICE
1101 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 450
Washington, DC 20036
Tel: 202-753-5052

Summer 2016
Dear Member of Congress,

| hope | will be able to meet you on my next trip to Washington, D.C., and | regret that it was not
possible on my last visit in May 2016. As a gift, | have enclosed my book, Tatakau Min-i (or Fighting
for Public Will) in Japanese, as well as a summary of the book in English to share information on the
current situation and the public will in Okinawa with you and your staff. | wrote this book to speak for
the Okinawan people, who have been bearing an unfair share of the burden of the U.S. military
bases in Japan for 71 years. Okinawa, Japan’s southern-most prefecture, even though it accounts
for just 0.6% of the total land area of Japan, hosts 74.46% of the facilities exclusively used by the
U.S. forces in Japan.

While we understand the importance of the Japan-U.S. security alliance, for reasons concerning
freedom, equality, human rights, democracy, and the environment, we cannot accept the current
plan to relocate the Marine Corps Air Station Futenma to the Henoko area in Okinawa. The plan
seeks to reclaim the waters of Qura Bay off of Camp Schwab, which is home to over 5,800 species,
including 262 endangered species. The number of species in the bay exceeds the number in any of
the World Natural Heritage sites in Japan. It is our responsibility to preserve this rich environment for
our children and grandchildren and to avoid forcing those future generations to shoulder the burden
of the new base for the next 100-200 years.

My book explains the history of the relationship between Okinawa and the central government of
Japan, my recent activities and accomplishments, and our understanding of and concerns about the
Japan-U.S. security alliance. The final chapter describes Okinawa’s visions for the future, and our
plans to establish Okinawa as an economic and friendship bridge for Asia and to effectively utilize
the land returned from the U.S. forces for economic development. | hope that you will find my book
and the summary helpful to understand the public will in Okinawa.

Thank you very much for your time. Please feel free to contact our office in Washington D.C. if there
is anything we can do to be of assistance to your office.

Yours very truly,

Takeshi Onaga
Governor of Okinawa Prefecture
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OKINAWA PREFECTURE DC OFFICE
1101 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 450
Washington, DC 20036
Tel: 202-753-5052

May 9, 2016

Mr. S

Office of Sen. SN
SR ussell Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. SEREED

Thank you very much for taking the time to meet with me in February 2016. It was such an
honor to share the Okinawan views on behalf of Governor Onaga with you. In light of several
developments over the last few months, | would like to provide a brief update on the current
situation.

(1) Court-meditated settlement talks with the Government of Japan

On March 4th, 2016, the Government of Japan and the Okinawa Prefectural Government
agreed to take the dispute over the relocation of Futenma Marine Corps Air Station out of the
court and take it into court-mediated settlement talks. The settlement requested that both
parties follow the three conditions below.

s Both parties withdraw their respective lawsuits. Also, the Japanese Government
freezes landfill work at the Futenma Replacement Facility (FRF) in the Henoko area of
Camp Schwab;

o Both parties hold a series of talks to pursue an amicable solution; and
¢ If both parties need to return to the court, both agree to abide by the final court decision.

The Okinawa Prefectural Government accepted the settlement because these conditions are
consistent with the Prefecture’s arguments. Particularly, it is very significant for the Prefecture
to see the landfill work suspended due to the settlement.

{2) Governor’s deliberation at the third-party council meeting

On March 16%, after the settlement the Government of Japan unilaterally instructed the
Prefecture to retract Governor Onaga'’s revocation of Henoko land reclamation permit granted
by his predecessor. In response to this instruction, the Okinawa Prefectural Government filed
a request to a third-party panel affiliated with the Ministry of Internal Affairs & Communications
on March 23" in order to determine whether or not the Central Government's instruction is
appropriate. This council, officially named the Central and Local Government Dispute
Management Council, has held three meetings on March 24™, April 15%, and April 22™ to hear
from both parties and review the case.
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In the third meeting of the council held on April 22", Governor Onaga pointed out two key
points regarding his revocation of the landfill permit. First, the Governor argues that the
reasons of land reclamation presented by the Central Government are too abstract to accept.
Second, the Governor sees insufficiencies of the Central Government’s nature conservation
measures for Oura Bay adjacent to the Henoko area, considering the Bay's rich and invaluable
ecological system.

Additionally, Governor Onaga referenced the historical significance of how the U.S. bases in
Okinawa were constructed on lands which were forcibly seized from many Okinawans. He also
corrected the misperception that Okinawa's local economy heavily relies on the U.S. bases.

Regarding the Governor's revocation of the landfill permit, he requested that the Central
Government respect the decision and such authority that has been bestowed upon to the
Governor by the Public Water Reclamation Law of Japan, as he fully observes and
understands the wills and interests of local communities in Okinawa.

In particular, the Governor explained that the rich natural environment in Oura Bay, which is
comparable to the World Heritage Sites in Japan such as Shiretoko Peninsula and Ogasawara
Islands, is the home of more than 5,800 species including 262 endangered ones. Nineteen
academic and scientific societies of Japan including the Ecological Society of Japan (ESJ) also
indicated the importance of preserving such a highly remarkable biodiversity in the Bay through
their joint petition letter to the Government of Japan.

Governor Onaga also asserted that there will be irreversible environmental consequences if
the Government moves forward with the landfill in lieu of adequate environmental measures.

The third party council is expected to make its final counsel by June 215, 2016 and the Central
Government and the Prefecture will make appropriate actions in response to such a counsel.

(3) Governor’s basic stance

Governor Onaga understands the importance of the Japan-U.S. alliance and supports it.
However, Okinawa as a small-islands prefecture accounting for 0.6% of the total land area of
Japan, hosts more than 50% of the U.S. troops in Japan. As its population grows and local
economy expands, such an un-proportional burden-sharing is simply unsustainable and
unacceptable, and it negatively affects its future economic and societal growth.

Governor Onaga is deeply concerned that there would be long-term negative consequences
on the Japan-U.S. security alliance if both Japanese and U.S. governments persist in the idea
that the Henoko area is the one and only solution for the FRF.

| appreciate your perspective as well as your advice on this issue. Please feel free to contact
me or my office if there is anything | can do to be of assistance to you and your colleagues.

Thank you very much.

Yours very truly,

Hideo Henzan
Director
Okinawa Prefecture Washington DC Office



() EHEFELOEB (2 H)
EFHEEABRC., Ba-EFEILOmKETVEL.

EXRERATEHHRFEE L. RKEOBEMBRICOVWTERRRETLEL .

17



