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[Okinawa Prefecture Profile] Total area: 2,281.00 km? (approx. 0.6% of Japan)
As of October 1, 2020
Population: 1,458,840 (approx. 1.2% of Japan)
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Beautiful nature and

unique creatures

All of Okinawa Prefecture is
subtropical, blessing the region with a
temperate weather throughout the year.
The blue sea enveloping the islands is a
treasure chest of life where tropical fish,
coral reefs, and other creatures thrive.
The Okinawa main island’ s northern
area and outlying islands are covered in
a lush jungle-like forest where rare
plants, animals and insects dwell, which
are rarely found anywhere else in Japan
or throughout the world. This nature,
abounding with the vitality of life, is one
of the riches that Okinawa Prefecture is
proud to share with the world.
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Kerama islands Coral reefs extend throughout the seas around Okinaw:




NATURE
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Yanbaru long-armed scarab beetle

The richness of nature emanating
from the islands is what draws many people here
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ougainvillea

Cold scarlet cherry blossoms

Fukugi Tree-lined/Motobu Town

Tatami-mat rocks (turtle shell stones)/Kume Island

Mangrove/Kohama Island



From Ryukyu Kingdom to Okinawa Prefecture

Okinawa Prefecture, once an
independent state known as the Ryukyu
Kingdom, prospered through trade with
China and other neighboring countries.
The 1609 Satsuma invasion brought the
Ryukyu Kingdom into the folds of
Japan’s feudal system. In 1879, the Ryukyu

Kingdom became a prefecture of Japan
when feudal domains were abolished
and prefectures established. In 1945,
Okinawa Prefecture was the site of
Japan’s only land battle during the
Pacific war and a time when many
precious lives were lost. After the war,

Okinawa was placed under US military
administration and returned to Japan in
1972. Since reversion, the prefecture has
achieved remarkable growth that has
continued up to the present day.
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Commodore Perry and his entoura-ge visit éhuri Castle Naha at the time of Perry’s visit
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Set of Gold Goblets
(Okinawa Prefectural Museum
and Art Museum Collection)
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HISTORY

26th G8 Summit (Kyushu-Okinawa Summit) Okinawa Churaumi Aquarium
attended by heads of major nations
(Courtesy of the Ryukyu Shimpo)

Battle of Okinawa
(Courtesy of Naha City Museum of History)

Yoron Shuho published articles about Okinawa’s Photo taken in front of an officially-designated People changing currency from dollars to yen
return to Japan dollar-exchange bank (Courtesy of the Okinawa Prefectural Archives)

(Courtesy of Naha City Museum of History) (Courtesy of Naha City Museum of History)
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EXPO 1975 Okinawa Driving switched from right-hand to left-hand 42nd National Sports Festival “Kaiho Kokutai” Okinawa Karate Kaikan Special Dojo “Shurei no Yakata”

(Courtesy of Naha City Museum of History) (Courtesy of Naha City Museum of History) held in Okinawa
(Courtesy of the Ryukyu Shimpo)

Okinawa Prefecture continues to grow with the times

1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
9 9 9 9 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
7 7 8 9 9 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1
5 8 7 0 5 0] 2 3 7 2 4 5 6 7 9
Sz &5 Z8 ge 39 223 28 28 g =2 0P 52 S5 = 82 52
g g 2= Sa 2= 98 3¢5 S5 =3 a5 ag5s 8o 3z 535 3= 2
@ O =0 3 < @3 S%o L T 22D c3D 53 7] 5o R o8
g g2 3B 3z %% =z2 85 55 55 885 3B e | g2 5 3s
= oQ 9 L - @ L — o =L
) 2= g5 3 g 322 2o 2c 2D c3s -2 3 = = =2
o 29 58 ag 3 233 = g 33 Rt 935 = D @ 3 Sa :
= 88 Zg s o 23 32 53 z§ ez ~@ 2 73 & 2 i B
> o= >0 o > 5 S = a4 353 a o D = 3 Irabu Ohashi Bridge (© OCVB)
£ =3 29 : ps 3 g3 =5 F329 @ ® g 2 5
s 33 o= = o &5 co <5 = 2 ) aQ = S
I = = o =5 @ ) Q 3 @
ey @ W > 8 2 cQ 3 E]
oo = S< =
g 3 a @
25 3 &
=2
O





