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The Compilation of Snakebite Cases in Okinawa Prefecture from 2020 to 2024 (Reiwa 2 to
Reiwa 6) and the Reanalysis of Causative Snakes Based on Habitat and Capture
Information
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Abstract: We compiled data on venomous snake bites in Okinawa Prefecture from 2020 to 2024  (Reiwa 2 to Reiwa 6) . The number
of bite cases was as follows: 146 cases caused by Protobothrops flavoviridis ~(Viperidae) , 42 cases by Ovophis okinavensis
(Viperidae) , 52 cases by P. elegans (Viperidae) , and 20 cases by P. mucrosquamatus ~(Viperidae) , with a total of 260 cases.
No deaths related to snake bites were reported during this period. The locations of injuries, listed in order of frequency, were: 86 cases
within garden, 55 cases in fields, 34 cases on roads, 25 cases in forests/grasslands, and 18 cases within doors. Most incidents occurred
in areas where residents carry out their daily activities, such as residential premises and fields. While the number of habu-related snake
bite cases has been decreasing annually, the proportion of bites occurring in living areas, such as fields, residences, and roads, remains
high, emphasizing the importance of daily precautions. Additionally, based on information on snake captures, we estimated the
causative species for each bite incident and reanalyzed the data, which will also be reported.
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