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A Case of lllegal Food Additive Detection, Propionic Acid in Confections Marketed in Okinawa
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Abstract: We have found that there is a description of propionic acid as a preservative in label of the confections had been sold in
Okinawa Prefecture. Because there was no application of propionic acid in confections, it was reported to the health center as
standards violation. The investigations of the health center, showed actual use of propionic acid of the two confectionary companies
in the prefecture. The health center took 5 samples of Japanese confection and 2 samples of roll cake from two pastry, and request
to analysis propionic acid from these samples. It was qualified and quantified by gas chromatography flame ionization detector.
We detected propionic acid from 3samples of Japanese confections, and quantified it from roll cake. Propionic acid in roll cake was
in the range of the reference value in law.
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