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The Kerama Islands lie 30 kilometers to the west of Okinawa Island, and consist of four inhabited islands and more than 10 uninhab-
ited islands. Interspersed with living coral reefs, the sea is one of the most beautiful in the world. As a result, many divers visit here
year-round. During winter (January to March), humpback whales arrive to raise their calves.
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The Spawning of Coral
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Every year from June to July, at high tide on
the night of a full moon, whole coral colonies
and reefs abruptly begin to spawn. The
clouds of pale pink eggs, released into the sea,
create a fantasy world for divers.
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Mushroom-shaped Rock
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The limestone protrusions near the seacoast
have been carved out by the waves, and thus re-
semble mushrooms.
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Here is an island consisting entirely of sand in the sea east of Ku-
mejima Island. The long and narrow white sand beach stretches
for seven kilometers.

d000booooo

Sanninu-ddl Yonaguni IslandC
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This is a noted scenic attraction on the south-
east coast of Yonaguni Island. An unusual shale
rock formation, inclined at a slight angle, ad-
joins the sea. In the vicinity are also the Gun-
kan (warship) Rock and Tachigami (standing

god) Rock. These rocks, shaped by the action
of the waves, tower just off the shore.

The sparkling whiteness of the Okinawan beaches is caused by coral and shell fragments. The white
beaches are also a product of the coral reefs.
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Situated in Onna Village, this is one of the finest sites for scenery in all of Okinawa. The cliffs carved out of Ryukyu limestone and the broad expanses of turf create the distinc-
tive Okinawan seacoast scenery. In 1726, during the era of the Ryukyu Kingdom, King Shokei visitedrhere and praised the site as a place that could seat 10,000 people. This be-
came the origin for the name Manzamo. This site has been designated as the Okinawa Kaigan Quasi-National Park. Also, the rich expanse of vegetation has been designated an
Okinawa Prefecture Natural Protected Vegetation as the Manzamo Limestone Plant Community. ]
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Cape Higashihenna (Miyako Island)
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Cape Higashihenna protrudes for two kilometers from the south-
eastern flank of Miyako Island. The rocky cliffs are 50 to 100 me-
ters wide and 10 to 20 meters above the sea. Several large rocks
have tumbled onto the seacoast. This is one of the magnificent
views one can enjoy on Miyako Island, noted for its scenery.
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Ringed by white sand beaches, Hatoma Island looks like a jewel floating upon the sea. The
shallow sea laced with coral reefs shines a brilliant cobalt blue and emerald green. The dark
blue of the deeper outlying seas present a beautiful contrast.
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Nakama River (Iriomote Island)
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The Nakama River twists and turns through the subtropical jungle. The
downstream areas are covered with a large mangrove forest. This is na-
ture largely untouched by human hands. The Iriomote National Park in-
cludes the Nakama River and has a land area of 12,506 hectares and a
sea area of 32,100 hectares. The only national park in Okinawa, it in-
cludes Kuroshima Island, Taketomi Island and Kohama Island, in addi-
tion to Iriomote Island and the surrounding sea.

The Man-ko Wetland
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These wetlands play an important role as the wintering area or transit
point for such migratory birds as the snipe and the plover. Man-ko,
which straddles Naha City and Tomigusuku Village, has been recognized
internationally as an important wetland area and has been registered
with the Ramsar Convention since 1999.
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The Mountain Streams of Yambaru
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A variety of creatures live and gather at the water's edge. The mountain streams of
Yambaru on the northern part of Okinawa are playgrounds for the frogs. Many
rare species of frog inhabit the area, including the Ishikawa’s frog (Rana ishika-
wae), Namie's frog (Rana namiei ), and Holst's frog (Rana holsti ).
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Mangrove Forest
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A mangrove forest characteristic of tropical and subtropical regions is thriving near
the mouth of the river where seawater and freshwater mix. The mangrove, which
grows in a harsh environment, in turn creates a bountiful environment for many
young fish, crabs, and shellfish.
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Kampire Waterfall (Iriomote Island)
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This waterfall is located in the upstream portion of the Urauchi River in
the western part of Iriomote Island. According to legend, this is a holy
ground where the gods of Iriomote Island once met to discuss the creation
of an island. In the local dialect, the name Kampire means “the place
where the gods sit".
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The Yaeyamaya Palm Community
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The indigenous palms of Ishigaki and Iriomote Islands are tall trees that reach 25 meters in
height with fronds five meters in length. The palm communities of Yonehara on Ishigaki Island,
and Ubunduru and Hoshidate Utaki on Iriomote, where the palms grow wild, have been designa-
ted a Natural Protected Vegetation of Japan.
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The Hikage-hego (Cyathea lepifera ) Plant Community
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This is a tree fern that grows in relatively bright areas on the slopes of mountains. It
grows to ten meters high with leaves three meters in length. They call to mind images of
Mesozoic Era forests.
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The mountains of Yambaru are covered with new greenery from mid to late March. There is little seasonal variety in
Okinawa, but for a limited period of two to three weeks, the scenery becomes bright and vivid.
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During January and February, the coldest season in Okinawa, the Hikan cherry (Prunus campanulata) blooms in dark red and pale peach-colored blos-
soms. Nangusuku in Nago, Mt. Yae in Motobu Town and the ruins of Nakijin Castle are noted for their cherry trees, and many visitors come to view
them when they are in full bloom.
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Deigo Trees (Erythrina variegata var. orientalis ) Bougainvillea Hibiscus
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goooooooooooooomooo These flowers are typical of subtropical and tropical areas. The hibiscus has been cultivated for many years in Okinawa for its
oo0oooooooooo beauty and for its use as hedges. The bougainvillea is widely used for the overhead latticework in arbors or for arches over the
gate of houses.

This is the Prefecture’s flower of Okinawa. Deigo are tall,
deciduous legumes which grow to 15 meters in height.
Bright red flowers bloom from March to May. The wood is
highly adaptable for woodworking, and used as the basic ma-
terial for Ryukyu lacquerware.
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The Fukugi Trees Windbreak (Bise, Motobu Town)
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Okinawa frequently suffers damage from typhoons. For many years, the Okinawan people have planted Fukugi trees (Garcinia
subelliptica) as windbreak around their homes. With the spread in recent years of concrete housing, which is more wind-resistant,
these windbreaks have all but disappeared from urban areas. In rural areas, however, some of these windbreaks still remain.

Hamauri
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In Okinawa, there is an old ceremony called Hamauri in which people frolic at the seashore and pray for good health.
The date of this ceremony is the third day of the third month of the lunar calendar. This traditional ceremony is typical
of Okinawa, an island surrounded by the sea.






