
2-4  Environmental Issues of the Military Bases

  Current Conditions

There are sporadic cases of oil spills from military ba-
ses that run off into the nearby rivers, ocean, and 
springs, contaminating the waters.  In particular, there 
have been many cases of fuel leaks from Kadena Air 
Base.  Such contamination stems from washing fighter 
and other aircraft in the absence of proper facilities, as 
well as from clogged or poorly maintained oil-water 
separators and pipelines.
Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB), lead, chromium, and 
other hazardous materials have been detected in the soil 
of U.S. military properties returned to local owners.  
There have also been discoveries of numerous drums 
filled with tar-like substances, disposed of by the U.S. 
military.  Such cases of U.S. military-caused soil and 
groundwater contamination directly impact the environ-
ment of local citizens, and adversely affect the natural 
environment.
Both the Kadena and Futenma airfields are positioned 
near concentrated residential areas.  Local residents suf-
fer from the noise of aircraft landing and taking off 
from the runways.  A Prefectural survey on the health 
impact of aircraft noise revealed impacts ranging from 
physical consequences such as hearing loss to psycho-
logical and emotional consequences, obstructions to 
daily routines, sleep interference, and adverse effects on 
infants, toddlers, and schoolchildren.
U.S. nuclear vessels making port calls at the White 
Beach installation (Katsuren Peninsula), and the errone-
ous firing of depleted uranium shells at Torishima 
Bombing Range, have given rise to concerns on the ef-
fects of radiation on the surrounding environment. 
The environmental effects of helipad constructions 
throughout the Northern Training Area is a major con-
cern in northern Okinawa Island, a treasure house of internationally important animal 
and plant species such as the indigenous Pryer's Woodpecker.  There is concern over the 
impact on marine ecosystems caused by the heliport construction plan in the Henoko 
district (candidate site for relocation of Futenma Air Station) on the eastern coast of 
Okinawa, an area potentially providing important feeding grounds for the dugong.

Challenges

Alleviate water pollution in rivers and ocean caused by drainage from sewage treatment 
plants and oil spills.
Establish rights to enter U.S. military installations.
Request U.S. and Japanese governments to work to minimize the noise generated by 
U.S. military aircraft.
Continue environmental radiation monitoring and publicize results.
Conserve ecosystems, habitats and breeding grounds for important wildlife.

Oil spill accident in a river in
Chatan Town

Drums filled with tar-like 
matter found buried in a 

empty lot of Mihama, Chatan Town

U.S. military aircraft flying over 
Prefectural highway (Kadena Town)
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3. Current Conditions and Issues of the Global Environment

Current Conditions 

Today, global warming, depletion of the 
ozone layer, and other global scale envir-
onmental destruction have become serious 
problems.  It is difficult for the general 
public to perceive the causes and resolu-
tions of such problems on the immediate 
level, and people have innate resistance to 
lowering their standards of living, making 
resolution of these problems difficult.
Due to its insular characteristics, Okinawa’s natural environment has a small carrying ca-
pacity and is vulnerable to increased environmental burdens.  The various global environ-
mental problems may therefore surface in Okinawa.

Challenges

Create economic systems, social systems and lifestyles that generate less CO2 
Establish systems for withdrawal and destruction of fluorocarbons based on the Home 
Appliance Recycling Law
Continue monitoring and observation of acid rain, and promote studies on acid rain coun-
termeasures
Establish monitoring and removal systems for across-the-board prevention of seawater 
contamination

4. Current Conditions and Issues of Environmental 
Education

Current Conditions

Families and communities are working to enhance 
public awareness of the environment through daily ac-
tivities and encounters with nature.  Participation in 
community activities and special events provides en-
vironmental learning experiences for whole families.  
In Okinawa, selected institutions from among the ele-
mentary, junior high, and high schools, and special-
ized education institutes are designated as model en-
vironmental schools or designated as schools 
especially promoting environmental education.  There 
are also model environmental municipalities.  The lo-
cal environmental aspects of a community are given 
full play throughout the education system. 
Okinawa is working to better disseminate information 
through promulgation of the Quality of the Environ-
ment in Japan (White Paper), other widely available materials, and through a variety of 
media (print, Internet, etc.).  A Community Environment Center has been established to 
make available information and materials regarding the environment, and to support com-
munity environmental preservation activities and programs.  

Challenges

Collaboration by government and local community in providing broad-based environmen-
tal education.
Devising and implementing a sustainable environmental education system.
Support for network links joining NPO’s working to preserve the environment and other 
leaders in environmental conservation.
Providing systemic, organized environmental studies for children and students in their de-
velopment stages.
An information network that allows opinion and information exchange between and 
among the general public, business, and government.

Global warming Depletion of the ozone layer Acid rain

Ocean contamination

Loss of biodiversity

Transportation of hazardous wastes
 across national boundaries

Desertification Environmental problems
in developing nations

Loss of (tropical) forests

Information provided through the
Okinawa Prefecture homepage
Homepage URL
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