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I . Overview

1. Factors Determining the Plan

With an ecology and environment unlike those of other prefectures or metropolitan cen-
ters of Japan, Okinawa's warm subtropical climate is home to numerous rare, unique species
on myriad islands enveloped in blue waters replete with coral reefs. Okinawa owes much of
its appeal to nature's blessings while our location at the southwestern reaches of the country
was a major factor in nurturing the novel cultural tradition and prosperity found by the King-
dom of the Ryukyus in trade with Imperial China and the kingdoms of Southeast Asia.

Sadly, much of our precious ecology and cultural heritage was devastated by the ravages
of the last World War. The ensuing 27 years of postwar occupation by the U.S. military were
marked by the construction of massive bases with even further impacts.

Since Reversion to Japan in 1972, Okinawa's social infrastructure has undergone exten-
sive and rapid development under successive Okinawa Promotion and Development plans,
first implemented by the then newly established Prefectural Government. However, the sig-
nificant changes made throughout the islands have been accompanied by pollution, environ-
mental degradation, and the erosion of red soil into the coral reefs. In response, the Prefec-
tural Government has promulgated ordinances mandating environmental protection and laws
to stem further deterioration. While results evidence progress in preserving the environment
and in slowing the encroachment of pollution, several serious environmental issues such as
continuing soil erosion and the issues of aircraft noise pollution emitted by the military ba-
ses, remain to be solved.

Other issues have emerged adjunctive to these problems. As the consequences of life-
styles which emerged under the socio-economic systems of mass production, mass consump-
tion, and mass disposal inseparable to the processes of modern development, today's environ-
mental issues emerged as components of growing urbanization. These issues include
massive waste generation, atmospheric pollution from automobile emissions, and the deteri-
oration of water quality from wastewater effluents and contamination. Moreover, their im-
pact transcends borders to threaten the very basis of human existence. For example, the ef-
fects of global warming are not confined to limited spaces and reach through time to impact
future generations.

Okinawa Prefecture is also experiencing the impact of global environmental issues. Es-
pecially since our multiple island geography means Okinawa Prefecture has but fragile envir-
onmental capacity and few resources to handle any growing environmental burden, the peo-
ple of Okinawa must come to recognize the potential for serious consequences from
problems we have yet to recognize but are certain to emerge with time.
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If, in future, the problems of negative environmental impact remain fundamentally unresolved
and are allowed to continue in their current vein, there are sure to be many more far-reaching
consequences. Indeed, there will also be new issues.

Environmental conditions are rapidly and constantly changing. At the same time, the environ-
mental appreciation of the citizens of Okinawa Prefecture has risen. With more free time, people
are demanding more than just conservation and work to stem pollution, there is a growing public
demand for quality environments, to allow closer communion with nature and create surround-
ings that refresh and nurture.

The bounties of a healthy environment are a shared birthright we have inherited and, conse-
quently have the duty to pass on to our children in the quest for a sound and dynamic future. We
cannot simply protect or preserve nature, we must nurture and restore it.

Fulfilling this responsibility requires that each and every resident of Okinawa understand his
personal role as a source of burdens upon the environment, and understand the crucial contribu-
tion to be made by each individual in preserving not just our immediate environment but also the
global environment as the common cradle of all humanity. Individuals, business, government,
and other sectors must become active participants in establishing socio-economic processes and
lifestyles to lessen the environmental burden and to allow sustainable development and consump-
tion patterns based on material recycling and regeneration.

It is against this background that the Prefectural Government has worked to define and set out
the fundamental principles integral to preserving and restoring the environment. This has in-
volved dealing with issues of the growing complexity and diversity we face in all walks of life,
determining the policies appropriate to tackle the environmental issues proliferating in both time
and space, and developing new environmental policies. Focused on establishing the principle of
responsibility shared by citizens, business interests, and public sector, the Okinawa Prefecture
Basic Environment Ordinance was promulgated in March of 2000.

This Okinawa Prefecture Basic Environment Plan, written in accord with Article 8 of the En-
vironment Ordinance, sets out the basic program for preservation and care of the environment in
Okinawa Prefecture through broad based participation of the people and business interests in im-
plementing its concepts.






